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This sources shows that the White People were aware that they have 
been mistreating the Japanese Canadians. This leaves the Japanese 

Canadians to have reasoning to be rude to not think a lot of Canada, 
therefore targeting them in war. It tells the beginning the story because 

it shows that the White People weren’t treating Japanese people as 
equals, even before the war started. It was created to show that the 
white Canadians need to urgently move to hold the land because, in 
the view of the writer, the likelihood of a Japanese attack is possible.

This is an explicit piece of information because it clearly convey’s the 
message when it states “Rightly, or wrongly, we have never treated 
them as equals”. The bias is somewhat equal in this point. Yet, the 

author later states “our government, meaning he is support the 
White Canadian government.  There is also implicit views when the 

creator states “There is little doubt that they I think a lot of this 
country”. This can shows that the creator is saying that the 

government should move quickly

A excerpt to the The Sun by Geo. J. Felton 

A Note Written to The 
Editor of the Sun



This source shows that there are people who want to spread the word to get rid of the 
Japanese Canadians. It shows that White people started to put action into the idea of 

getting rid of the Japanese Canadians. This is the beginning of the story because it shows 
the actions that can have an affect on the creation of Internment. This is shown when it 
states that about 20,000 Japanese Canadians were in Ottawa and that they are possible 

threats to the society. This shows that people were seeking the news for help to spread the 
developing ‘hatred’ towards Japanese Canadians.   

“Ottawa’s Timidity” a 
Letter to the Editor 

A Letter to the editor submitted by S.Henry of Mission City, "Ottawa's 
Timidity" The Vancouver Sun, (February 5, 1942)

The Bias from the author is shown in with somewhat implicit detail because 
he says different things that suggest that he fears that the Japanese 

immigrants will overpower the white people and he tries to convey that all 
Japanese people are the enemy and that the white people should be 

prepared for attack. 
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Joining of the Canada War Loan - a drawing of Japan and 
Canadian

This source shows that the white people in power were using propaganda to join 
a subscription, as well as manipulating people into believing that all Japanese 

People needed to be stopped, so Canada wouldn’t fall. This source is a 
transitional part from the begging to climax of the story. It shows how people 

created media to push down any speculation that the Japanese people weren’t 
the desired enemy.  

This is shown in implicit detail through the piece of media because the creator 
shows how they dislike the of the Japanese People . This is visually displayed in 

the positioning of the person labelled ‘Japan’ with a murderous grin over the 
person labelled ‘Canada’. This source is important to the story because it shows 

that WW2 was one of the ways the White People built up hatred toward the 
Japanese, which is a huge starting factor in Japanese Canadian Internment. 

Graphic comic drawing
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Man placing ‘Enemy Alien’ Notice on wall - source 
Link

This sources shows that all Japanese people are being separated from the society and being 
targeted as the ‘Alien Enemy’. This shows how Japanese People throughout Canada are 

starting to being identified a secluded within the bustling society. This is important to the 
story of interment because it shows that the Japanese People could start to feel different and 
less worthy than other races because of the events with Japan in WW2. The image shows how 
the Japanese people are being isolated from the society just because of their ethnicity. This is 

implicit because after a poster is put up that calls all Japanese peoples the ‘Alien Enemy’, all 
Japanese Canadian who look at it will most likely feel misunderstood. This is important to 
the story because it shows that different news being spread can effect different nations in 

different ways.

‘Alien Enemy’ Notice 
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https://www.leg.bc.ca/dyl/Pages/1939-to-1945-World-War-II-and-the-Japanese-Internment.aspx#lg=1&slide=2
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A letter report - found in BC archives

This source shows that there was scepticism of Japanese People and 
different searches of their property took place. The source is a letter 
written to the a government official, Honourable Ian A. Mackenzie, 
that answers the questions, in the form of a letter report, about the 
progress of weapon searches. This source connects to the middle 

part of the story of Japanese Canadian Interment because it is shows 
that they started to become separated from society and getting their 

private property rights violated. 

Letter Report

This letter is written by a White Person, who thinks of the Japanese 
as people to be feared. This is implicit shown because it never 

states that ‘All Japanese people should be feared’. Instead, it shows 
the topic of the report, the removal of any weapons of Japanese 

people. This topic suggests the action that this person is associated 
with and supports, therefore proving that every part of this 

operation is bias even including the letter. This is an important part 
of the story because it shows that the White people took different 

actions to shows their disapproval of the Japanese Canadians 
being amongst them. 

https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/record?app=fonandcol&IdNumber=5088748
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Canadian Pacific Telegram

Telegram to Austin C. Taylor 
from Kelowna B.C.

The source shows how the Japanese Evacuation has started and there’s a sense of panic of 
many White Majority communities about the rate that the Japanese Canadians are leaving 
(if there even leaving at all). This source shows the middle portion of the story, specifically 
the lead up to the climax. This shows this part of the story because it shows a lead up to 
the concept of how the Japanese Interment has started. This is shown with the different 
White communities getting ‘infiltrated’ with Japanese Canadians causing them to worry 

that they aren’t being look after by the government. 

The text shows the White People’s, but specifically the writer’s, Bias. This 
Bias is about how the White People have fear, but shouldn’t. This leads to the 

explicit detail of when the text states “Public opinion here strongly against 
the present alarming uncontrolled infiltration of Japanese From Coast”. This 

directly shows that the White People want to get rid of the Japanese 
Canadians from their society.  

Even though this isn’t stated in the source, the Japanese Canadians probably 
don’t want to be moving to different places. They’re probably feeling 

misunderstood because they already lived in Canada, yet their being forced 
to live in different places causing their livelihood to change drastically. 
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Image of impounded Japanese Canadian’s Fishermen’s Boats - 
image source

This source shows that the Japanese Canadian Fishers got their property, specifically 
their boats, taking away. This is important to the story because it is the start of the 
climax. This is because by provoking Japanese Canadian Fishing privileges was an 

action that was shown as a warning that internment would soon follow. 

 To take away the Japanese Canadians boats the White People had the perspective that 
the Japanese Canadians were ‘stealing’ their jobs and were the ‘alien enemy’. This is an 
implicit claim with this source because this is not stated, yet it’s an informed guess with 
the information given. Overall, the White People stripped the Japanese Canadians of 

opportunities, which was a small part of the start of Internment. 

 Confiscated Japanese 
Canadian Boats

https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
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Image of Japanese Men Leaving On A Train - image 
source

The sources shows that Japanese men are being transported away from where 
they normally live. This shows the immediate resolution from the climax of the 

story, specifically resulting in how the interment has started to begin and 
Japanese men are sent away to these camps or those who had connections to 

Japan went there instead.  

This image can shows the implicit idea that the Japanese People were forced to 
make the decision to go to interment camps, rather than going to Japan. This 
proves that those who went in Interment didn’t need to be there because they 
didn’t have any connections to Japan, resulting the unruly opinions by White 

People to send all people who didn’t have any relation to Japan to go to 
Interment. 

Image of Japanese Men 
leaving on Train

https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
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An Image of a Mens Dormitory in the Hastings 
interment camp - image source

 This source shows the crammed living conditions of the men in Japanese Canadian 
Interment camps. The sources shows the context of the story because it’s able to display the 
reality of the living situations in Interment. This showcases that families were separated and 

placed in facilities that were literal barns for livestock, showing the extreme dishonour 
towards the Japanese Canadians. The need for superiority of White People is implicitly 

shown within this image because it’s not directly stated. The desire to be above the Japanese 
Canadians is shown by the fact that the White People put them into terrible living conditions 

and basically put them on the same level as livestock.  

Image of Men’s Dormitory 

https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
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Princeton Road Camp - image source

The source shows that, during interment, the Japanese Canadians were 
forced to work through hard labour. This tells the context of the falling 

action of the story because it shows that many Japanese Canadian 
physical well being could’ve been put at risk during their times in 

interment. The Bias, in the decision to make the Japanese Canadians 
work during internment, shows the White People’s opinions on 
Japanese Canadians. In the perspective of the White Canadian 

government they put those interned to do hard work, so they could live 
an easier life. This can also be seen as a way to show the Japanese 

Canadians that their opportunities to have proper jobs aren’t existent in 
their time in interment. This is shown in implicit detail because it’s 
strongly implied in the idea to make Japanese Canadians do hard 

labour. 

Princeton Road Camp

https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
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Disposition of Property Law - BC archives

This source shows that the White People sold the Japanese People’s Property, 
therefore causing the Japanese Canadians to not have anything as there own 
when they come out of internment. Even though this source shows how the 

White People took their property away, a beginning portion of the story, I feel it’s 
important in the resolution. This is an important part of the ending of the the 

story because it shows how the Japanese People had nothing to go back to when 
they got out of interment. Proving that the Japanese People were really treated 

unfair because they were put in interment and most likely unable to live a 
successful life without having to start from rock bottom. 

Property Possession Law

This shows how the livelihood of the Japanese People was never 
accounted for in the actions the White People took, or it was and the 

actions were cruel. With implicit detail, and looking at different primary 
sources, the White People could’ve intended to strip away Japanese 

livelihood because they felt threatened by their success. This implies the 
idea that the Japanese People were mistreated and didn’t get the same 

opportunities as the White People. 

https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/record?app=fonandcol&IdNumber=5088748
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Image of Redress Agreement in House of Commons  - image source  

This source shows that the Interment ended and an agreement with the 
Japanese Canadians and White government was created. The Redress 

agreement shows the ending of the story of how the Japanese Canadian 
Interment was finished, therefore the story was coming to a close. The 

redress agreement was intended to show Canadian citizens that the 
government officially apologized and acknowledged the wrong actions of 
the past. From the point of view from the White majority government the 

redress agreement was seen as a way to create a solution to their 
wrongdoings in the past. This information is implicit because it’s implied 
in the decision making to create the agreement. Overall, this agreement 
affects the story because it shows how apology showed that the White 

People understood that they needed to pay back money that was 
confiscated during the time of interment. 

Redress Agreement 

https://bcredress.ca/internment-era-timeline/
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East Lillooet memorial Garden, Japanese Canadian Interment Site - 
source link 

Interment Memorial Site

The source shows that there were memorials created to show the 
wrongdoings of the past. This is important to the story because it shows 

how the Japanese Interment was later recognized by the modern day 
White People for being a terrible decision/event that shouldn’t ever be 

repeated again. This memorial, that was likely created from a partnership 
with two ethnicities, showing how the White People thought of a way to 
‘lazily’ to correct the events of the past.  This Bias idea, of not putting in 
action to make beneficial change, is shown in implicit detail because it’s 
not directly stated in the image. Overall, the Japanese Interment’s story 

ends in modern day acknowledgement.  

https://historicplacesdays.ca/places/east-lillooet-memorial-garden-japanese-canadian-internment-site/

