
The story of 
Jeanne Baret



Once upon a time there was 
a girl named Jeanne.

She grew up in a farming town 
in France.

She always dreamed 
of sailing away.

So, she tended to 
the farm.

One day, as she was 
going to feed the 
chickens, a mosquito 
landed on her.

I’m Jeanne 
baret!

But she couldn’t, because 
she was a woman, and it was 
1760, and she didn’t have any 
rights.

This is my 
town, La 
Comelle, 
France!

Fight the patriarchy!

I 
wish I 

could sail 
away from 

here...



The mosquito bit her.

When it bit Jeanne, the virus transferred to her bloodstream!

Jeanne thought 
nothing of it.

Oh, 
whatever. 

Just another 
mosquito 

bite.

The mosquito carried yellow fever!

I have yellow fever!



Jeanne’s life on 
the farm carried 
on.

One day, she met 
Philibert 
Commerson.

They became good 
friends.

Philibert found 
out about 
jeanne’s dreams 
to sail.

They started 
coming up with a 
plan.

They decided to dress 
Jeanne as a man, and 
she went by the name 
jean.

It turned out 
that Philibert 
was going on 
a voyage 
soon.

I 
guess I’ll 

be stuck here 
forever...

I’m Jeanne 
baret.

I’m 
Philibert 

Commerson.

We have 
so much in 
common!

We are 
becoming 

great 
friends!

You 
want to 
sail and 

explore?!

Yes! It’s my 
dream!

You are 
going to sail, 

Jeanne!

I am going be a 
botanist on the 

Étoile. The boat is 
going to 

circumnavigate !

Can I come?

I am jean 
Baret!



Jeanne posed as 
Philibert’s Botany 
assistant.

Before she knew 
it, she was sailing 
away!

The boat, called 
the Étoile, set 
sail from Nantes, 
France, in 1766.

Meanwhile, the virus was 
not getting any better. 
Jeanne thought the 
constant headaches, 
fever, and chills were 
normal.

Who is this?

This is my 
assistant.

Goodbye, 
France!

Philibert, my 
head hurts!

Again?!

The yellow fever 
has been living in 
her bloodstream 
for years.

A small proportion of 
patients who contract the 
virus develop severe 
symptoms and approximately 
half of those die within 7 to 
10 days.

I am very 
evil!

Luckily, Jeanne 
did not get 
severely sick, but 
she still is 
actively carrying 
the virus.



In 1767, the ship 
reached Tahiti. The locals very 

quickly noticed That 
Jeanne was a woman!

Even though it was 
dangerous, Jeanne 
stayed on the ship 
from Tahiti to Papua 
New Guinea.They exposed her 

to the crew!

That’s a 
woman...

Why do they 
have a woman!?

What is 
she doing 

here?

Is it 
true?!?

I can’t 
believe that 

jean is a 
woman!



Unfortunately, 
the crew did not 
like that Jeanne 
was a woman.

As they were 
fighting, a 
mosquito bit 
Jeanne.

The mosquito now 
has the yellow 
fever virus!

The mosquito 
also bit one of 
the sailors, and 
transmitted the 
virus to him!

I have the 
yellow fever 

virus!

I do 
not like 

that we have a 
woman on 

board.

We have 
to get rid of 

her

Let’s fight 
her!

They decided to 
fight Jeanne!



Jeanne and 
Philibert stayed 
on the island, 
while the crew 
left.

In November of 1768, 
the ship landed on 
the island of 
Mauritius, near 
Madagascar.

For the rest of the 
journey, Jeanne kept 
to herself in her 
cabin.

They stayed on  
Mauritius for 5 
years.

Unfortunately, in 
1773, Philibert 
died of an 
infection.

When she got 
back, she realized 
that a lot had 
changed.

So Jeanne headed 
back to France.

1768-1773

Where is 
Jeanne?

She’s 
staying in her 

cabin.



She sees that nobody is in the 
streets except for a couple of 
homeless people

Jeanne is 
shocked!

She ended up 
staying at home, 
and dying 
peacefully in 
1807, at the age 
of 67

Jeanne Baret never 
knew the impact that 
one mosquito bite 
could have.

Where is 
everybody?

Haven’t you 
heard? There is 
a yellow fever 

outbreak!

What?!


