
What lessons from history can I apply to my worldview? 

It is important to remember what can happen when one religion gets too powerful because we 
don't want history to repeat itself. Catholicism in the Medieval & Renaissance times was the 
centre of peoples lives and still is for many people today. The churches in Medieval and 
Renaissance were a figure of authority that easily controlled the lives of everyone. Even though 
this may still be going on in other religions, most churches in the 21st century do not have 
anywhere close to the same amount of authority. Back in the day there were grave 
punishments for someone who committed heresy, giving the church all the more power. You 
might think “Well why didn’t the people just not go to church?”, but you have to remember that 
some people believe that this was the way of life and this was the way of God.


I live in a very diverse part of the world and I think that makes me all the more accepting of 
peoples religions. When I hear about people’s beliefs being controlled by a person other than 
themselves it makes me remember that a lot of peoples lives are centred around their religion, 
like in the Medieval and Renaissance times. That is not necessarily a bad thing! I firmly believe 
that as long as you aren’t causing harm to someone you should have a right to practise you 
own religion. We already know that the Catholic church definitely caused some harm in the 
Medieval and Renaissance ages because it was powerful enough to have control over 
whatever it wanted to. 


The pope is the leader of the Catholics and basically is a form of religious royalty. The pope, 
cardinals, and other high members of the church, were always very high up in the social ladder. 
They were high up in the social ladder because almost everyone was Catholic in the Medieval 
and Renaissance, and these people were leaders of the Catholic church. 


Nowadays even though Catholicism is still the largest branch of Christianity, there are many 
other religions that are practised around the world and in our communities. “Diversity enriches 
thought and diffuses power” is something my mom once said and that basically is what I’m 
trying to say here. Freedom of speech and religion are important rights Now that the world has 
become so diverse we need to think back to the Medieval and Renaissance times and reflect 
on what happens when one religion gets too powerful. 


