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Should British Columbia 
Admit the Hindu? 

February  17, 1912

Newspaper clipping 
from The Monetary 

Times.

The article is a two-sided debate between by H. 
H. Stevens, and Sunder Singh. They debate over 

the topic of Hindus and British Indians settling 
in BC. This shows how divided the views were in 
relation to Asiatic settlement in Vancouver. 

Some important quotes that 
are pro-Indian immigration 

from the document are; 
“Hindus are desirable 
settlers”, “Wrongly 

discriminated against”, 
“Protest should be against 
Chinese and Japanese, not 

against loyal British 
citizens (referring to 

British India)”.

Some important quotes that 
are Anti-Indian immigration 

from the article are; 
“Useless as pioneers”, 

“Their word is unreliable”, 
“British Columbia is 
opposed to Asiatic 

immigration”, “Hindus are 
altogether unsuited and 

undesirable”, “harbouring 
disease and immorality”.



Image of a Dynamited 
Hindu’s Home 

Anti-Asiatic period

Newspaper clipping of 
an image. The specific 
newspaper of its origin 

is unknown. 

 A symbol that Hindu people 
were not welcome at the 

time. The image shows what I 
believe to be anti-Asiatic 

violence. It was in a 
newspaper that would have 
been viewed by English 
speaking settlers in 

Vancouver at the time. This 
shows us a glimpse into how 
the settlers felt threatened 
by the Hindu population and 
decided to take matters into 

their own hands.



Gurdit Singh and His 
Ship

Gurdit Singh was the leader of the 
Komagata Maru. He set out to test 

and defy the 1908 Continuous 
Journey Regulation that was 

supposed to discourage and prohibit 
the immigration of anyone who did 
not come to Canada by continuous 

journey from a port in their 
country of origin.  

Mr. Singh set sail with 376 passengers on board. They 
left India and made a stop in Hong Kong, where they 
then tried to contact Ottawa for permission to come 

to Canada. They left Hong Kong and crossed the 
Pacific Ocean towards their destination, Burrard 

Inlet, BC.



Hindus Already in BC

July 16, 1914

A typed statement from 
Mewa Singh.

This statement most likely was 
translated into English as it 
was being typed. It is a first 
hand account of Mewa Singh’s 

experiences in being part of a 
plan to get revolvers to the 

Komagata Maru. Mewa was a Hindu 
resident of BC who was 

travelling down to Washington 
to supposedly contact someone 

about aquiring a property. From 
this statement we get to see a 
bit into the lives of Hindu 

people who were already living 
in Vancouver at the time and 
their discontent towards the 

governments actions towards the 
Komagata Maru. 



The Embargo on Hindus

December 7, 1914

Newspaper clippings of 
an article titled 
“Desire Removal of 
Embargo on Hindus”

There were many laws put in 
place to discourage the 

settlement and immigration 
of Hindu and Asian people in 
general. The idea that Hindu 
people did not belong and 

would damage the economy in 
BC spread like wildfire 

especially as many people 
would read articles like 
this. This gives us a 

perspective on what types of 
laws were coming from the 

government and how they were 
affecting the Hindu 

population.



Attack on The Komagata 
Maru

Unknown exact date

A letter to the editor 
of a paper from an 

anonymous passenger of 
the ship.

This submission to the 
newspaper is requesting an 
article titled “Hindoos on 
Maru defeated police last 
night”. There is a first 

account experience of how 400 
police men attacked the ship 
in the middle of the night. 

The police were fought off and 
returned home unsuccessful in 
their attempt to get the ship 
out of the harbour. This was 
an effort for the people on 

the ship to get their side of 
the story heard.



The Departure of The 
Ship

Unknown exact date

A letter to the 
“Agents” of the 

Komagata Maru. From J. 
E. Bird to C. Gardner 

Johnson

This letter was sent to ask 
for assistance getting some 
men onboard the ship to have 
work done in order to take 
extra passengers back to 

India. At this point in time 
they were preparing for the 

departure of the ship.



Avoiding Agitation 

December 21, 1915

A telegraph to the 
Honourable Martin Burrell, 
the Minister of Agriculture 

for Canada.
This telegraph mentions that 
meeting with a specific man 
who happens to be Hindu may 
cause agitation for some 
people in Vancouver. This 
perspective shows that 

people were conscious of how 
Hindu people were being 

perceived.



Immigration and liberal 
responsibility  

September, 1922

A letter to the 
Honourable Arthur 
Meighen from Henry 

Stevens

This letter talks of stopping 
Indian immigration to Canada. 
This shows that even years 
after the Komagata Maru 

incident, anti-Hindu beliefs 
still were held in government. 

An excerpt from the letter in 
reference to British Indian residents 
in Canada; “Let me say at once that 

our chief interest has always been in 
securing such relations as would 

prevent immigration of these people to 
Canada in competition with our white 

workers” 


