
Japanese 
Internment 

The Bombs Propaganda 

Newspaper Articles 

Boat Stealing 

The Taking Hastings Camp 

The Return 

1 Internment of Japanese Canadians  - January 3, 2023



Pearl Harbour 
• December 7th, 1941 the sound of planes droning fills the beautiful sky over 

Hawaï Planes swarm, and bombs are dropped. The Imperial Japanese navy 
launched a surprise air raid on the US pacific fleet thus bringing America into 
WW2. This starts the very idea that Japanese citizens are going to betray 
Canada and the US. Wartime blackout measures go into effect all along the 
BC coast.  

Back to Start
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Propaganda 
• Canadian governments begin a propaganda war against Japanese people. Propaganda was untrue and meant to scare non Japanese 

people into turning against the Japanese. In these images specifically the 2nd one depicts the Japanese as viscous brutes intent on 
killing everyone. In the first image it shows the Japanese as vultures. It shows that the government wanted to turn the public against 
Japan and its people by depicting them negatively. Possibly to ensure that they had the publics support for the war.  

Click me 

3 Internment of Japanese Canadians  - January 3, 2023

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=sy9rGAO-qfc


Newspaper Articles 
• Journalists and newspaper companies across Canada began slandering Japanese Canadians in the paper. 

Calling for their removal. The Canadian government then announced the internment camps and the seizing of 
Japanese property. Newspaper articles were often biased against Japanese peoples. In these articles 
published by the Sun it says “editor” which means that it was the people writing to the newspaper. Which 
shows that both the people and the public were strongly against Japanese people. 
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Canadian Government  Begins Seizing Japanese Properties 
The Japanese had their cars and fishing boats taken when they were interned. They 
were promised that they would be returned to them after the war. However many 
boats, cars and houses were sold to white families and there was nothing for the 
Japanese when they returned. This had a major impact on Japanese Canadians as 
they couldn’t rebuild there lives, business, etc because everything they owed was 
gone. 
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Internment
• Starting in 1942 the Canadian government began taking Japanese people. Separating men from women and children 

and forcing them to live in stables. Meant for barn animals. Some were taken to the interior or the through the Rockies 
and the east coast. You can clearly see that men are being separated from there families. This heavily impacted 
Japanese Canadians as family were torn apart and some kids never saw their fathers again. 
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Hastings Internment 
• A very well-known example of Japanese Internment in BC was the Hasting 

Internment camp. The Hastings race track was converted into a camp, and housed 
many Japanese peoples. In these images you can see the horrid living conditions 
they were forced into. 
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The end 
• In the end, Japanese citizens were only allowed total free movement across 

Canada in 1949 that's 4 years after the end of WW2. Even when returning they 
had nothing as all of their possessions had been sold off years earlier. It is to 
be noted that no Japanese person living in BC was ever charged with 
disloyalty. And this event is now regarded as one of the worst human rights 
violations in BC history. 
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Sources 

- Japanese-Canadian Vancouver Internment Archive
https://vancouverarchive.yolasite.com/

-  https://www.leg.bc.ca/dyl/Pages/1939-to-1945-World-War-II-and-the-Japanese-Internment.aspx

- East Lillooet Memorial Garden, Japanese Canadian Internment Site - Historic Places Days
https://historicplacesdays.ca/places/east-lillooet-memorial-garden-japanese-canadian-internment-site/

-  Loony Toons 
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