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Introduction

This Keynote tells the story of the 
Komagata Maru, a deadly piece of 
British Columbia history, through 
historical documents and sources. To 
navigate through this presentation, first 
go to the guide, then click on the icon 
to learn more about a primary source. 
To get back to the guide, click the 
bottom right hand button that says 
“back to beginning.” To enlarge an 
image, click the small plus button in the 
bottom left of an image.
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Newspaper article describing famine in India

• Prior to the Komagata Maru, India was suffering from a 
deadly famine. Many Indians were motivated to move to BC 
to lead a better life and escape from poverty or famine. This 
source shows why Indians would want to immigrate to BC 
even with all the discrimination taking place there. 


• This article was created by Henry Herbert Stevens and 
published in Vancouver 


• It was created to inform people about the famine and 
sympathize with the people of India
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Komagata Maru Passenger list 
• The Komagata Maru passenger list 

was compiled by Arjan Singh Chand. It 
is a list of all the passengers names, 
villages, and districts. When it was 
created, the Komagata Maru was 
preparing to make the voyage across 
to BC. It was very important who and 
who wasn’t on the ship so they know 
who’s supposed to have a ticket and 
who isn’t. 
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Letter of advisement on Indian immigration 

• This letter, created by the British Columbian 
government, was written in response to an 
inquiry on whether it’s ok for Indians to 
immigrate to BC. This was prior to the 
Komagata Maru setting sail from Hong 
Kong. In the letter, they say it’s fine for 
Indians to immigrate to BC if it’s a lawfully 
obtained boat ticket. This is an important 
part of the story, as Indian immigrants were 
told they could come to BC and it wouldn’t 
be a problem, when really, they were sent 
back. Back to 

beginningSource

http://komagatamarujourney.ca
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Komagata Maru in Vancouver

• This next part of the story is the Komagata Maru 
actually arriving in Vancouver. You can see a side 
view of the boat in Burrard Inlet. When they 
arrived, they expected to be allowed to immigrate, 
considering the letter they had earlier. This was not 
the case. Many of them didn’t have Visa’s and 
didn’t have the money to obtain one. The 
Vancouver residents at the time were invested in 
the idea of a “white Canada” and did not welcome 
the passengers of the Komagata Maru. 

Back to 
beginning

Source

http://komagatamarujourney.ca


Back to beginning

Komagata 
Maru in 

Vancouver

Back to source



Vancouver Sun 
Article
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• This article from the Vancouver 
Sun, shows the general public 
opinion of the Komagata Maru 
being in Vancouver. To the white 
Canadians living in BC at the 
time, they were invaders, and 
they had to leave, despite being 
told they were allowed to 
immigrate here.

Vancouver Sun Article
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Letter with arrangements for Komagata Maru final departure

• This is a letter written by Henry Herbert Stevens 
with arrangements for the Komagata Maru’s final 
departure. Having planned for several weeks, the 
Komagata Maru was given enough resources to go 
to Calcutta. During the time of the letter being 
written, they were preparing for the Komagata Maru 
to leave Vancouver. Their point of view was that 
they wanted the Komagata Maru and all the people 
on it to leave.

Back to 
beginning
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Canadian Navy’s First Involvement 

• The Komagata Maru had been stranded in the 
inlet, with no way of getting to land and moving 
to BC. The government, after denying them 
immigration, had to make a plan for the boat to 
leave. The Komagata Maru went through several 
police attacks, being shot at and many 
passengers were injured. The passengers were 
not given food, water, or other survival resources. 
Finally, the Canadian Navy got involved and 
tugged the boat out of the inlet to the cheering of 
white Canadians from the shores. Pictured is an 
authorization for the Navy to escort them out of 
the inlet created by the BC government. Back to 

beginning
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Letter of appreciation for Komagata Maru departure 

• This letter, written by R.L. Borden to 
Henry Herbert Stevens, describes his 
appreciation for Stevens getting the 
Komagata Maru to leave Vancouver. 
This letter was created once the 
Komagata Maru had left for Calcutta. 


• Once they arrived in Calcutta, they 
were shot at from the shore, where 
very few survived. The point of view at 
the time from many white Canadians 
was very anti-Asian, and against 
oriental immigration. 
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The End 
Claire Jaakkola 
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