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1: 
https://ww2db.com/country/japan 
 
C.Peter Chen. “Japan” World War II Database.  
ww2db.com/country/japan Accessed 14 Apr, 2018. 
 
Location: Japan Add info 
Language: Japanese  
Population:  
1935 - 69,254,148.  
1939: 71,380,000  
Military:  
-Hideki Tojo was Supreme Military Leader from 1936 until 1944 
-Japan realized they didn’t have the money to build their military enough to compete with the US 
so they stepped down on trying to be a part of the civil war in China. 
-Imperial Japanese Army was completely under the Empire of Japan 

https://ww2db.com/country/japan
https://ww2db.com/country/japan


-Active from 1868-1945 
-6,095,000 Men at its peak//1,700,000 in 1941//5,500,000 in 1945 
-In 1941, the Imperial Japanese Army had 51 divisions 
-They had various special-purpose artillery, cavalry, anti-aircraft, and armored units  
- 
Leader: Michinomiya Hirohito was Emperor of Japan from 1926 until his death in 1989 
Prevalent Religions: Shinto, Buddhism  
Historical Turning Points: Japan leaves League of Nations in 1933 
Culture: They treated samurai’s and descendants of samurai’s very highly. The military based a 
lot of policies on the ancient samurai code. Things like extreme loyalty to the emperor and 
suicidal warfare are all adopted from the ancient code.  
 
2: 
Allies: Japan was part of the axis. Their allies were Germany and Italy. They recognized each 
other’s domination over different parts of the world and they decided they would be strongest 
together. They all had a similar goal in mind and wanted to help each other achieve it. They all 
wanted to conquer other nations and have sole power over them. What is the similar goal? 
 
 
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005177 
 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “Axis Alliance in WWII”. Holocaust Encyclopedia. 
www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005177. Accessed 12 April, 2018    
 
Why they entered the war: They wanted to avoid the fate of 19th century China and become a 
great power. At the same time that Germany was fighting England and other allied powers they 
decided they wanted to expand the Japanese empire and invaded China. Before America 
collide react to the war Japan decided to strike first at would be known as the pearl harbour 
attack. If they had not attacked pearl harbour America might not have declared war on them.  
 
 
Kingsberg, Harold. “What Sparked Japan’s aggression during World War 2” Quora 
www.slate.com/blogs/quora/2014/07/07 
what_prompted_japan_s_aggression_before_and_during_world_war_ii.html  Accessed 13, April 
2018 
 
 
Goals: Japan’s goal going into WW2 was to defeat the allies and create a huge Japanese 
empire going across the world. They were also committed to helping Germany and Italy if they 
were attacked by any other country. To create a new Japanese empire, they had to defeat 
China and any country that might oppose them which is why they attacked America. Attacking 

https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005177


America also helped Germany and Italy by making America fight in different parts across the 
world.  
 
 
Sources: 
http://www.everyculture.com/Ja-Ma/Japan.html 
 
Theodore Bestor. “Japan” Every Culture 
www.everyculture.com/Ja-Ma/Japan.html  Accessed 14, Apr. 2018 
 
 
3: 
Military/Technology 
Military Factory. Military Factory. 2018. 
www.militaryfactory.com/smallarms/ww2-japanese-guns.asp. Accessed 12 April, 2018. 
 
Mike Bennighof. Special Naval Landing Forces. Avalanche Press. 2015. 
www.avalanchepress.com/SNLF.php. Accessed 13 April, 2018. 
 
Mohammad Rafi Saadi. 11 Secret Weapons Developed by Japan during WWII. 
WarHistoryOnline. 2015. 
www.warhistoryonline.com/war-articles/11-secret-weapons-developed-by-japan-during-wwii.co
m. Accessed 10 April, 2018. 
 
Japan was forced to have very adaptable and well rounded weapons as warfare for Japan 
ranged from the cold fronts of Russia to the tropical climates of Indonesia. With the coming of 
WWII, Japan obviously began developing weapons and vehicles to give them an edge against 
the allies. The efforts in development were mainly split between the IJA (Imperial Japanese 
Army) and the IJN (Imperial Japanese Navy).  
 
The navy received more funding in order to continue development on new submarines, cruisers, 
etc. The army had to deal with the low amount of resources coming their way throughout most 
of the war. They had only gotten priority funding at the end of the war after it was too late. This 
resulted in the way Japan used equipment and strategies during WWII. 
 
There was a was rivalry between the army and navy. The army mainly consisted of less 
educated people from all over Japan. They also had a much harder training regimen and often 
times, training seemed to be worse than fighting. The navy on the other hand, consisted mainly 
of people from the suburbs and they generally had a snobby attitude towards the navy which led 
to the rivalry between the two groups.  
 
When it came to ranking the arsenal of the major countries that fought in WWII, the Japanese 
arsenal was considered to be one of the worst, being just slightly better than Italy. Their infantry 

http://www.everyculture.com/Ja-Ma/Japan.html


weapons were generally very heavy, commonly misfired, and were usually weapons that were 
brought back from WWI. Their artillery wasn’t any better and it was known that their heaviest 
anti-tank guns had trouble damaging the light tanks of the American and Soviet forces. Their 
artillery was usually also dated back to WWI.  
 
In terms of vehicles, they had actually dominated the air in the beginning of WWII. Their one 
fatal flaw with most of their aircraft was that they sacrificed armour for speed and when better 
planes were developed by the Allies, Japanese aircraft almost became a nuisance to Ally 
fighters. The same went for their ground vehicles as they struggled to match the worst vehicles 
for the Ally forces. The one place where Japan completely dominated though was when it came 
to warships. It was considered that Japan and the US were somewhat evenly matched when it 
came to warships even though the US had the slight advantage because of production 
capabilities and technological advancements. Just like usual, Japan was sacrificing armour for 
speed but in this case, they also managed to create some of the biggest battleships ever built 
as the Yamato and Musashi trumped all other ships around them. 
 
4: 
Timeline: (Entry to war, significant battles, political leaders coming into power, the war 
coming to an end.) 
BBC. 20 February, 2018. www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15219730. Accessed 13 April, 
2018. 
 
Second World War History. Military Factory Network. 2017. 
www.secondworldwarhistory.com/japan-ww2-events-timeline.asp. Accessed 12 April, 2018. 
 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. WWII: Timeline. Holocaust Encyclopedia. 
www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005143. Accessed on 13 April, 2018. 
 
1923: British Empire ends 21-year alliance with Japan, showing that the West was becoming 
increasingly concerned about Japan’s growing power in East Asia. 
 
1925-1930: Extreme nationalism starts to take place in Japan just as the world’s economic 
depression hits. There was complete emphasis on rejecting a “western influence” and sticking to 
traditional Japanese values. 
 
1931: Japan invades the Chinese province of Manchuria and installs a puppet regime under the 
eyes of the US and western powers. 
 
1932: Prime minister Inukai Tsuyoshi assassinated during failed couple by nationalist army 
officers. Japanese military has an increasingly strong grip on the country. 
 
1936: Japan creates an alliance with Germany.  
 



1937: Japan goes to war with China, capturing Nanjing, Shanghai, and Beijing. Atrocities are 
committed such as the “Rape of Nanjing” in which around 300,000 Chinese civilians were 
slaughtered.  
 
1939: WWII breaks out in Europe and with the fall of France, Japan is left to occupy France, 
Indonesia, and China. 
 
1941: Japan surprise attacks the US Pacific fleet of Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. US declares war on 
Japan and is supported by major Ally powers. 
 
1942: Japan occupies Burma, Malaya, Philippines, and East Dutch Indies. In June, the US 
aircraft carriers defeat the Japanese in the Battle of Midway and the US begins “island-hopping” 
in which they cut down Japanese support lines as its forces advanced. 
 
1944: US pushes far enough into Japanese territory for them to start bombing raids on 
Japanese cities.  
 
1945: US drops two atomic bomb on Nagasaki and Hiroshima in order to get Japan to 
surrender. Emperor Hirohito finally surrenders and resigns from his status as emperor. 
America’s military government is brought into Japan while all Japanese military and naval forces 
are disbanded.  
 
1951: Japan signs peace treaty with the US among many other nations. Even until today 
though, there is no peace treaty between Japan and Russia.  
 
1952: Japan regains its independence while the US retains several of Japan’s islands for 
military use, including Okinawa.  
 
1956: Japan joins United Nations. 
 
5: 
Helmut Podcast: Details to come if he is comfortable wearing a mic! (5 minutes each) 
Otherwise, there MUST be an audio portion to your page. Again you can split this up 
amongst your group members, or do a group podcast of some sort (8 minutes per 
webpage). 
 
6: 
Details of specific battles: (Years, number of troops, number of casualties, location of 
battle, countries involved. Tell your battle from the perspective of YOUR country.) 
Pearl Harbour:  
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor


History.com Staff. “Pearl Harbour”. History. A+E Network, 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor. Accessed 13, Apr. 2018. 
 
Japan and the US had been edging towards war for decades. Japan had been trying to take 
over China and the US didn’t want that to happen. The US government showed aggression 
towards Japan and tried to limit access to their resources so that they wouldn’t be able to take 
over China. War between these two countries was inevitable. On December 7th, 1941, during 
WWII, Japan decided strike first which resulted in the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
 
Hundreds of Japanese fighter planes attacked the base early on that Sunday morning while 
many people were still sleeping. Their main advantage in this attack was the element of 
surprise. No one knew they were coming. They managed to destroy/damage almost 20 
American naval vessels, including 8 battleships. They also damaged more than 300 airplanes. 
More than 2,400 Americans were killed, including civilians and another 1000 were injured. The 
day after the attack, the US president declared war on Japan, officially bringing the US into 
WWII. 
 
The Doolittle Raid:  
 
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/30-seconds-over-tokyo-how-the-doolittle-raid-doomed-th
e-20197?page=2 
 
Michael Peck. “30 Seconds Over Tokyo: How the Doolittle Raid Doomed the Japanese Empire” 
The National Interest. April 16, 2017, 
nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/30-seconds-over-tokyo-how-the-doolittle-raid-doomed-the-20
197?page=2. Accessed 14, Apr. 2018 
 
 
After the bombing of Pearl Harbour, the US wanted to get back at Japan by bombing Tokyo. 
They sent 16 B-25 bombers with approximately 16 tons of bombs off of an aircraft carrier. It took 
the bombers three hours to get there and they arrived much earlier than Japan was expecting. 
They had 10 targets and hit them all. Although this didn’t cause much physical damage, it did 
scare the Japanese. They were humiliated because their emperor could have been killed by 
those bombs.  
 
Three days after the attack, the current president at the time, Franklin Roosevelt declared that 
the bombers had been launched from a secret-and fictional-base in Shangri-La. when the 
Japanese discovered that China had helped with the attack, they sought out for revenge. The 
Japanese Army launched an offensive to capture Chinese airfields along the coast: in the 
process, they unleashed germ warfare and other atrocities, massacring as many as 250,000 
civilians, according to Chinese estimates at the time. It was a horrific price that China paid but it 
was not in vain. The Doolittle raid decimated Japan’s confidence and showed them how weak 
they really were.  

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/30-seconds-over-tokyo-how-the-doolittle-raid-doomed-the-20197?page=2
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/30-seconds-over-tokyo-how-the-doolittle-raid-doomed-the-20197?page=2


 
Battle of the Coral Sea:  
 
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-coral-sea 
 
History.com Staff. “Battle of Coral Sea” History. A+E Network, 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-coral-sea Accessed 14, Apr. 2018 
 
 
 
Japan wanted to take control over the Coral Sea. On May 4th, 1942, Japan landed in the area 
and were met by ally forces. They came under attacks from the aircraft carrier planes of the 
American task force. Although both sides suffered damages to their carriers, the battle left the 
Japanese without enough planes to cover the ground attack of Port Moresby, resulting in a 
strategic Ally victory. This was the first air-sea battle in history and it did not turn out well for 
Japan.  
 
 
7:  
Soldier Details: What did your soldier look like on the battlefield? What type of training 
did these soldiers endure? Where were the training camps? Conscription, social aspects 
of soldier life, pros and cons of soldier attire, etc. Perhaps here include a short biography 
of ONE soldier that you could find details about and show pictures of. 
 
In WW2, training for the Japanese began when they were 20 years old. They would then be 
conscripted into the army. Training lasted 3 months and during this training period, the goal was 
to harden a soldier’s mind, spirit and body. They had a lot of standard training and a lot of focus 
was put into fighting with a bayonet which was based off of ancient samurai tradition. While 
training, the soldiers had to follow strict rules and if they did not follow them or did not lead up to 
their leader’s expectations, they were beaten and punished.  
 
The Japanese soldiers were known for being utterly ruthless and brutal towards opposing 
forces. They were ferocious fighters and when they were losing battles, they charged forward in 
huge suicidal attacks against the allies as it was encouraged to die for their country in these 
attacks. The allies came to call these “Banzai Attacks’ as when rushing forward, the Japanese 
soldiers would yell “Tennōheika Banzai!” which translates to “long live the emperor.”  
 
While in battle, the soldiers were equipped with one of several different types of machine guns, 
a helmet, a cloth head piece and a bayonet on the end of their gun. Training camps were placed 
all over Japan and by the end of the war, about 6.3 million men had served in the Japanese 
army and 1.3 million had died or were MIA.  
 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-coral-sea


Some soldiers were so loyal to japan that when given orders to never surrender or take their 
own life, they followed them even after the war ended. One such soldier named Hiroo Onoda 
did not surrender from WW2 for nearly 30 years after it ended. He was stationed in the 
Philippines and refused to believe the war had ended until he was released from military duties 
from an old commander. He was given a heroes welcome back to Japan and started a new life 
and died only a few years ago when he was 91.  
 
 
Mullen Jethro, Yoko Wakatsuki and Chandrika Narayan. “Hiroo Onoda, Japanese soldier who 
long refused to surrender, dies at 91”. CNN 
 
www.cnn.com/2014/01/17/world/asia/japan-philippines-ww2-soldier-dies/index.html Accessed 
12 April, 2018 
 
https://youtu.be/fMtb1oYGIl4 
 
https://youtu.be/wY4XplGu_0M 
 
 
“WWII Factions: The Japanese Army”. YouTube, uploaded by Simple History, 18 September, 
2017, www.youtube.com/watch?v=fMtb1oYGIl4&feature=youtu.be. 
 
“Imperial Japanese Army Infantryman (World War II)”.  YouTube, uploaded by Simple History, 
31 May, 2017, www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY4XplGu_0M&feature=youtu.be.  
 
 
 
 
 
8: 
Our Choice: Focus on torture and experiments on humans  
 
https://m.ranker.com/list/facts-about-japanese-world-war-two-unit-731-experiments/christopher-
myers?var=9&utm_expid=16418821-398.SB6Ig9HoT26uhcROyLI9Kw.3&ref=collections&l=299
438&collectionId=1938&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fm.ranker.com%2Flist%2Fa-list-of-the-
world-war-ii-battles-involving-japan%2Freference 
 
Christopher Myers “The Horrifying And Lethal Experiments Of Unit 731” Ranker.  
m.ranker.com/list/facts-about-japanese-world-war-two-unit-731-experiments/christopher-myers?
var=9&utm_expid=16418821-398.SB6Ig9HoT26uhcROyLI9Kw.3&ref=collections&l=299438&col
lectionId=1938&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fm.ranker.com%2Flist%2Fa-list-of-the-world-wa
r-ii-battles-involving-japan%2Freference. Accessed 14, Apr. 2018 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2014/01/17/world/asia/japan-philippines-ww2-soldier-dies/index.html
https://youtu.be/fMtb1oYGIl4
https://youtu.be/wY4XplGu_0M
https://m.ranker.com/list/facts-about-japanese-world-war-two-unit-731-experiments/christopher-myers?var=9&utm_expid=16418821-398.SB6Ig9HoT26uhcROyLI9Kw.3&ref=collections&l=299438&collectionId=1938&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fm.ranker.com%2Flist%2Fa-list-of-the-world-war-ii-battles-involving-japan%2Freference
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In WWII, Japan started a top secret project named Unit 731 which sought to learn more about 
human physiology. They did all their experiments on humans with no sedation. They tortured 
their test subjects in ways that seemed like they were out of a horror movie. Japan commited 
many war crimes throughout WWII which ranged form inhuman torture on prisoners to 
cannibalism. The worst torture happened within Unit 731 though.  
 
The majority of the test subjects were Chinese. The test subjects were often strapped down to 
tables and dissected while still alive and under no anesthesia. The Japanese would remove 
organs and reattach them in terrible ways. For example, they would remove the patient’s 
stomach and attach the esophagus directly to the lower intestines. They would also remove 
limbs and attached them to other parts of the body. The test subject would be screaming in 
agony and this would continue until they died and a new subject would be rolled in.  
 
They did many other awful things to people including putting them in high pressure tanks until 
they blew up, injecting them with different chemicals, and giving them diseases. Even though 
these experiments were awful and should have never happened, the Japanese scientists did 
learn ways to treat people. Doctors now know that the way to treat frostbite is by immersing it in 
water just over 100 degrees Fahrenheit, but not over 122 degrees. They learned this from the 
experiments in Unit 731. 
 
As the loss of the war became imminent to the Japanese, they decided to destroy all evidence 
of Unit 731. They tried to make it so no one would ever know about the unspeakable crimes 
they committed. Of course there were photos taken during the experiment and they eventually 
surfaced many years after the war. The mad scientists who did these experiments were never 
caught and punished for their crimes. It took many years for the witnesses to speak out about 
what they saw and it is only now that we know to the full extent what awful things happened in 
Japan during WWII. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
WEBSITE 
 
 
Intro/Prewar: 
 
 
Conclusion/Post War: 
 
https://ww2db.com/battle_spec.php?battle_id=316 
 
C Chen, Peter. “San Francisco Peace Conference”. World War II Database. 
ww2db.com/battle_spec.php?battle_id=316. Accessed 12 April, 2018. 
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https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/japan-reconstruction 
 
“Occupation and Reconstruction of Japan, 1945,52”. Office of the Historian. 
history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/japan-reconstruction. Accessed 13 April, 2018. 
 
 
Nuclear Weapons used on Japan  
 
The war in Europe ended before the war in the Pacific did. The Japanese refused to surrender 
and this resulted in many more deaths from American forces. To counter this, the Americans 
launched 2 nuclear strikes against Japan. The goal of these strikes was to force Japan into 
surrendering after seeing the power of these bombs and how they could be used.  
 
The nuclear program was developed to combat possible nuclear development in Germany but 
when the war in Europe ended and japan kept fighting, the Americans found another use for it. 
The first bomb was released on Hiroshima on August 6 1945 and wiped out 90% of the city 
killing 80,000 people. The second bomb was released 3 days later over Nagasaki and killed 
about 40,000 people. 90% of the nurses and doctors were killed and 42 out of 45 of the 
hospitals were rendered non-functional. This resulted in most of the civilians suffering a slow 
and painful death. It was after this second bomb that the emperor of Japan surrendered to the 
allies and Japan lost the war. 
 
 Japan is still feeling the effects of the atomic bombs. The incidence of leukaemia among 
survivors increased noticeably five to six years after the bombings, and about a decade later, 
survivors began suffering from thyroid, breast, lung and other cancers at higher than normal 
rates. For the more advanced forms of cancer, the added risks related to radiation exposure 
continue to increase throughout the lifespan of survivors. Even to this day, almost seven 
decades after the bombings, the effects  can still be felt. Women exposed to the bombings while 
they were pregnant experienced higher rates of miscarriage and deaths among their infants. 
Children exposed to radiation in their mother’s womb were more likely to have intellectual 
disabilities and impaired growth, as well as increased risk of developing cancer. 
 
 
 
Staff, History.com, “Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki” History 
www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki.w Accessed 24 April, 
2018. 
 
On 8 Sep 1951, representatives of 48 nations signed the Treaty of San Francisco at the War 
Memorial Opera House in San Francisco, California, United States. When it would come into 
effect on 28 Apr 1952, peace became official between Japan and some of the Allied nations, 
and thus it represented the technical end of WW2 even though guns had been silent since 
1945. It also allocated compensation from Japan to various Allied nations. 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/japan-reconstruction


 
Now that Japan had completely surrendered, the allied powers had to start rebuilding the 
country. Japan’s economy had gone down a lot and so they had to find a way to bring it back 
up. That was their top priority because they were worried that if Japan had a weak economy a 
spread of communism would be sparked. Japan had done many awful things during the war so 
to prevent that from happening again the allies dismantled their army and navy. They also 
banned former military leaders from taking roles of political leadership in the new government.  
 
Japan did so many horrible things during the war and some of them went unpunished. There 
were no punishments for the experiments done in Unit 731. There was also no punishment for 
most of the torture that went on. Japan did lose control of many small islands such as Taiwan 
and Sakhalin. Japan also signed a document that allowed the United States Armed Forces to 
continue using their bases there.  
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