
This is my 
story



Bartolomeu Dias was born in the 
faro district in Portugal in 
1450.

Dias had always wanted to explore the 
world and in 1488 he decided to make 
that happen.

This year 
I shall 

travel the 
world!

This was also the year that the measles 
morbillivirus was going around.

But Dias didn’t care.

I’ll be 
fine

So he started gathering his things 
with his crew.

Dias got the opportunity as On 
October 10th, 1487 King John II 
of Portugal assigned Dias to sail 
to the southern tip of Africa in 
hopes of finding a trade route 
that would lead them to India.



Yum!

They decided to have 
sandwiches for lunch but the 
only problem was that no one 
washed their hands before 
they ate.

But of course Dias didn’t 
care.

It’s fine.

The only thing Dias cared 
about was the trip.

Turn here.

Dias wanted to be the first 
European mariner to round the 
southern tip of Africa.

Because Dias didn’t wash his 
hands there were germs all 
over them.

We’ll be 
fine.

But no one washed their hands 
before loading up. Dias still 
didn’t care.



These germs were measles 
morbillivirus germs.

These measles decided 
that they were going to 
hit Dias hard and then 
take down the whole 

Yay!

Measles symptoms tend 
to be a cough, fever, 
sore throat, runny 
nose, conjunctivitis and 

The measles had to 
start hidden as it can 
take up to 7 days before 
they start showing 

And when he ate the germs were able 
to get into his system by his mouth.



Oops!

After 7 days the measles 
started causing trouble.

Dias was starting to fall 
sick.

Cough, 
cough

Dias are 
you ok?

The crew was starting to 
get worried about him.

Ugh no

The crew figured out that he 
was showing all symptoms of 
the measles.

Why?

They decided to wait on dry 
land until Dias was better.

Ok stop 
here.

They didn’t want anyone else 
getting it as it was very 
contagious.



The crew decided they 
would all camp out on 
dry land until Dias was 
better.

On the inside nothing 
was getting better.

It was time for the immune 
system to come and fight.

They fought hard. The 
measles were not giving up.

The virus cells would 
do something called 
lysis. This meant the 
cells would break into 
more smaller cells 
creating more of them.



Finally Dias’s cells and 
immune system won. Everyone 
celebrated.

Dias woke up the next day 
feeling better, all his 
symptoms were gone.

Yay!

Let’s 
load the 

ship.

After about 18 days of 
camping out Dias was better.

After 16 months and 17 days 
Dias had become the first 
European to round the 
southern tip of Africa.

The route Dias found was 
now used as a very popular 
trade route.

Bartolomeu Dias had a very 
successful life.



Dias made sure he washed his 
hands every day from that 
pointe on.

In 1500 Dias decided to go 
on adventure again.

On may 29 1500 Bartolomeu 
Dias died by drowning.

This was very sad news and 
many people were 
devastated.




