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Many Canadians felt “uncomfortable” living with the Japanese. 
Pearl harbour had just been attacked by the Japanese, and 
people were scared. As the author points out, people thought 
that the Japanese “shouldn’t be allowed in the coastal area”. 
They thought an attack on their homeland was imminent, and 
that the Japanese people living on the coast would help their 
counterparts. The author also points out, that they’ve never 
treated them as equals, and the Japanese resent it. He’s insisting 
they do the sensible thing, by putting the Japanese into 
internment. This article represents the views of many Canadians 
at the time. People opposed the Japanese, and didn’t want them 
living in Canada. This was an unfounded view, as they had no 
real evidence, and were running off paranoia and confusion. 

Article by GEO J. Fulton 



Japan was starting to become a military powerhouse. People were wondering 
where they would attack next. This letter was written before the government 
set laws against the Japanese, the author mentions that Ottawa isn’t doing 
enough to “control” the Japanese. People at the time embodied the same 
thoughts, as people were totally against the Japanese living in Canada. They 
didn’t see them as “true Canadians”. Also, everyone was stereotyping them, to 
seem like these “enemy aliens”. This letter embodies the ideals of many 
Canadians at that time. People were paranoid, scared, and confused about the 
war and what it’s outcome would be. Again, Canadians perspectives were 
unfounded in this case. The author has some pretty radical views, and 
“evidence” that is not indeed true.

Article by S. Henry 
of mission city 



During WWII, propaganda was a big thing for both the allies and 
the Axis powers.


They would use it to degrade their enemies, and present false 
narratives in an effort to sway public opinion.


In this example, Canada used it to convince their people that 
the Japanese were a threat, and could attack them at any given 
time.


The government wanted people to think that interning these 
“enemy aliens”, is in their best interest as a country.


Canada wanted to portray themselves as the “victim”, showing 
this big, bad Japanese person attacking a merciless woman.

Wartime propaganda created 
by the Canadian government 



On February 2nd, 1942, the Government issued a notice to all 
Canadians of Japanese heritage.


This notice introduced new restrictions against Japanese people.


These restrictions regarded vehicles, radios, weapons, and 
businesses. 


These laws stripped away the livelihoods of all Japanese 
Canadians, and left them with almost nothing.


These laws were put in place to prevent any chance of an “attack” 
on Canada’s west coast.


People were degraded, and left with practically nothing.


The government wanted them to feel isolated in Canadian 
society.

Government notice by Louis S. 
St Laurent, Minister of Justice 



As a result of these new restrictions, people’s 
vehicles were taken away, and so were their 
livelihoods. Many Japanese people relied heavily on 
the Fishing business, and without a boat, there’s 
nothing. And without cars and other vehicles, they 
couldn’t travel anywhere, and live a normal life. The 
government wanted to reduce these people to 
nothing, and make them feel isolated in Canadian 
society. The seized cars were held in the PNE, which 
today, is a well known area in Vancouver. The seized 
vessels were taken, and sold to white fisherman. 

Images of confiscated vehicles 



After pressure from many citizens, BC chose to intern all 
people of Japanese heritage.


The men, women, and children were all separated.


As a result, many families were separated and didn’t 
reunite for over 7 years.


In most cases, people had to sleep in the barns with the 
animals.


Privacy was non-existent, as people had to hang 
drawsheets to have a sense of privacy.


The PNE was used as an area for interned Japanese.


It’s pretty crazy to think that the PNE, an area we all know 
and love, was used to intern people in the 1940’s.

Image of the men’s dormitory 
at the PNE 



For the interned Japanese, the quality of life was horrible.


Families were separated due to these camps, so they used 
telegrams and letters to communicate.


In these letters, it depicts how people were moved away 
from home, to places they have never seen.


They describe their schedules, and what they could and 
couldn’t do.


They also describe the intense workload, and how they were 
driven to exhaustion day in and day out.


It would take months for these letters to arrive, so 
communication was difficult.


They talk about how their homes have been inhabited, and 
hope that they can get it back when peace is restored.

Letter from an internee 



On September 22nd, 1988, Canadian Prime minister John 
Mulroney formally apologized for the Japanese internment.


He promised 21,000$ to each Japanese person affected by 
the events.


This gesture didn’t fix the past, but it safe guarded the 
future.


He also created the “Canadian race relations foundation”, to 
make sure such discrimination never happens again.


The internment during the 1940’s had affected over 22,000 
Japanese, and for many people this bill was a good thing.


This was a first step towards a better future for the 
Japanese, and for Canada.

Prime minister Mulroney’s 
apology 


