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• Newspaper Article By the Vancouver Sun 
• Written By Geo. J. Felton 
• Published on January 2nd 1942

In 1941, the Japanese bombed Pearl harbour, quickly leading 
to Canada declaring war on Japan. This promptly led to a very 
high amount of anti-Japanese Canadian propaganda being 
spread around Canadian, in particular British Columbia. This 
newspaper article written a year after the Pearl harbour 
bombing showcases those anti-Asian ideals. It was made by the 
Vancouver sun, a primarily white newspaper company and 
explicitly shows the viewpoint of most white Canadians at the 
time. In it, it says, “There is little doubt that they think a lot of 
this country, but that does not make them loyal to our 
government”. This shows that many feared that Japanese 
Canadians would not be loyal to the Canadian government and 
that they would eventually take over Canada. While this might 
sound crazy today, at the time racial discrimination had been 
commonplace with discrimination against Chinese Canadians 
going on for many years prior. This strong public opinion about 
the Japanese Canadians is what led to a lot of the injustices 
that came in the following years.



The fear surrounding Japanese Canadians is why the 
Canadian government decided to create new restrictions. 
These restrictions like the two on the left were made 
specifically to suppress the Japanese Canadian population. 
This included banning the possession of firearms, motor 
vehicles, radio transmitters, and cameras as well as 
prohibiting entry to entire areas and letting RCMP officers 
search any premises under Japanese Canadian ownership 
without permission. These restrictions imply the distrust 
the government has with Japanese Canadians. Banning 
Firearms and transmitters shows that the government is 
trying to prevent any retaliation by taking away any method 
of fighting back. Along with that, prohibiting entire areas 
from entry is a more explicit way of limiting opportunities 
in British Columbia to force the Japanese Canadians 
elsewhere. Once again this type of discrimination was not 
unheard of at the time, as things like the Chinese exclusion 
act have been going on for 20-plus years. 

• Notice dated to 
February 2nd 1942 

• Created by the 
Government of 
Canada

• Notice dated to 
around 1942 

• Created by the British 
Columbia Security 
Commission





• Photo of the Men’s Dormitory 
inside the Livestock Barn of the 
P.N.E 

• Taken by Leonard Frank, a 
photographer for the Vancouver 
Daily Province and the Vancouver 
Sun Newspapers 

• Dated to May 13th 1942

A month after the previous restrictions were put in place, Japanese Canadians were rounded up and 
put in and relocated to the P.N.E, to wait for their deportation to internment camps. This photograph 
of the Japanese Canadians Dormitory showcases the conditions they went through during this first 
internment. Japanese Canadians were packed into the livestock building with no regard or personal 
space. This implicitly implies how much the Canadian government cared about the livelihood of 
Japanese Canadians. They could not care for adequate housing or conditions for the thousands of 
Japanese Canadians they forced to leave. These types of living conditions, unfortunately, became a 
theme in the following internment camps.





Soon after, Japanese Canadians were either moved to 
internment camps in central B.C or red beet farms in 
Alberta and Manitoba. Families were separated as men 
were forced into hard labour on roads and railways, and 
women and children were left in abandoned ghost towns. 
The separation of families as well as the conditions in 
these towns and farms, implicitly show the government's 
perspective on Japanese Internment. Like the other 
sources, these photos and letters showcase the fact that 
internment was an easy and cost-effective way of 
prevention against the Japanese Canadian population, 
with no regard for the effect it would have on the people. 
However, these documents are biased toward Japanese 
Canadians. From the Japanese perspective, these 
measures were completely unjustified, as they had yet to 
do anything wrong except for being Japanese. The only 
thing internment did for Japanese Canadians was 
separate families, took all their possessions, and severely 
stunted their growth in Canada. 

• Photo of Japanese Canadian men saying 
goodbye to their families 

• Dated to 1942 

•  Excerpt from an interview with a Japanese 
Canadian farmer  

• Interview took place around 1977







• A Government Meeting Paper 
• Dated to June 30, 1943

As Japanese Canadians were forced to leave, they 
left behind lots of items and property. Most of 
these items would be seized by the government 
and then sold off for cheap. This money would go 
on to pay for their own internment. The 
document on the left explicitly talks about how 
the only option for Japanese property is “sale and 
liquidation” because “there is no other effective 
way of preserving interests of Japanese."  From 
the government’s perspective this is a logical 
conclusion. The government suddenly has a 
surplus of property they can’t maintain 
effectively, so they decide their only option is to 
sell it and use the money to make interment as 
cheap as possible. However from the Japanese 
Canadian perspective, it shows the predicament 
that Japanese Canadians were put in after the 
internment. When internment ended, most 
Japanese Canadians had nothing left they could 
go back to, and were forced to rebuild their lives 
from nothing once again.  

• A Photo of Seized Japanese 
Cars 

• Dated to 1942 
• Created for the Vancouver 

Province Newspaper

• A Photo of Seized Japanese 
Fishing Boats 

• Dated to 1942





When the war broke out, Japanese Canadians were 
banned from enlisting in the army, but this didn’t stop 
some from trying. As the war was ending in 1945, the 
Canadian government decided to repeal the ban, and 
many Japanese Canadians decided to sign up, like those 
you see here. This implies that Japanese Canadians could 
be loyal to this country, even after they had been racially 
discriminated against. This shows as although many 
Japanese Canadians were reasonably bitter from 
internment and treatment from the Canadian government, 
not one was ever charged with disloyalty. 

• Photo of Toru Iwaasa 
from the Royal 
Canadian Engineers 
Canadian Army 

• Taken around 1943

• Titled “The Day After… Apr 1945” 
• Group photo of 2nd generation 

Japanese Canadians in Canadian 
Army uniforms  

• Taken in 1945





When the war was finally over, Japanese Canadians were given 
the choice to either relocate to the east of the Rockys or be 
deported back to Japan. More than 4,000 Japanese Canadians 
were eventually sent to Japan. Many were Nisei, second-
generation Japanese Canadians who had never been to japan in 
their life. Many more could have been deported if it wasn’t for 
public resistance like this letter. In the letter it says “If they (the 
Japanese Canadians) are to be deported on that basis (of racial 
discrimination) in what respect is such action different from 
what the Nazis in Europe did to the Jews?” This explicitly shows 
the change of thinking that happened after the war. In 5 years 
it’s gone from asking the government to deport Japanese 
Canadians to internment camps, to protecting the Japanese 
from being deported to Japan. From the perspective of a white 
Canadian, this thinking makes sense as the fear surrounding 
Japanese Canadians slowly dissipates as the war goes on.  • A notice by the National Interchurch 

advisory committee 
• Dated to January 1946





4 years after WW2 had ended, the restrictions on Japanese Canadians were finally lifted, giving 
them the right to vote and freely move around. In the aftermath the Japanese Canadians formed 
organizations like the National Association of Japanese Canadians. It wasn’t until 39 years later 
that the these organizations settled agreements with Government of Canada for redress official 
apology. This photograph of the signing of the redress agreement implies many things. For one 
the signing as well as the $300 million in compensation shows that the Canadian Federal 
Governments recognizes that its past actions were wrong. The War measures act being repealed 
for the Emergencies act also implies that the Government wants to prevent this type of racial 
discrimination in the future.

• Photo of the signing of the 
Redress Agreement 

• Signed by the President of the 
National Association of 
Japanese Canadians Art Miki  
and Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney 

• Dated to September 22, 1988

The War Measures act gave the Canadian 
Government increased powers during times 

of conflict. This was used to freely create laws 
against Japanese Canadians during WW2
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