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president and pretended to be the secretary. He was arrested for handing out pro-Castro leaflets, and then promptly fired from his job at a photography firm. He was so outraged that a few days later he shot at Major General Edwin A. Walker, luckily missing. This wasn’t his first act of violence, as he had tried to end his own life after failing to get a Soviet citizenship. It seemed that whenever something didn’t go right in his life, he had to respond with aggression. It makes one wonder what was going on in his life when he decided to shoot the President. 
 
	Once JFK had been shot, Oswald was arrested a few hours later at the Texas Theatre. He was arrested and questioned, though the FBI never got the answers they needed out of him. When Oswald was being transferred from his jail cell to an interrogation office on March 24th, nightclub owner Jack Ruby broke in and shot Oswald in the head. After not being able to properly interrogate the killer anymore, the officials had a more difficult time figuring things out. Chief Justice Earl Warren concluded that the three shots were fired by Oswald alone, though many people to this day disagree with it. His last attempts at assault hadn’t been properly planned, yet this one had. He had gotten a job at the Texas Book Depository a month before the President was to be in town, and knew the layout well enough to have a quick escape. He could have been conspiring with the Cuban Rebels, as they were upset about the Bay of Pigs and JFK seemed to be getting closer with Castro. It could have been the Russians, though they did seem worried about the assassination. The Russians knew that JFK’s death would result in anti-communist sentiment rising against them. 
 
	That is what happened, in the end. The American public were outraged by the fact that a pro-soviet man had killed their President. Many called it an “act of war”, proposing that they attack Russia and send a nuclear bomb down. Others were suggesting get a spy in to kill Russia’s leader, an eye for an eye. They were convinced that Lee Harvey Oswald hadn’t acted alone, that some higher power or government had sent him to get the President out of the picture. The public wanted revenge, and it could have started the next war if they had swayed Lyndon B Johnson just a bit more. The world had been on the brink, everyone feeling like hope had been stripped away from them. The peaceful President was down, and the Vietnam War was peeking over the horizon. 
 
	At this point, the world could have very easily been thrown into war. America’s president had been shot by a man who was pro-soviet and pro-Castro in a time when nuclear war was looming over everyone. The court of law had to say that Oswald acted alone, even if he possibly didn’t, because if they confirmed in any way that another party had been involved, that party would have been destroyed by the military. If Russia had truly been at fault, admitting it would lead to nuclear war. The act of killing a country’s leader is one that results in revenge, no matter how one views it. If The Soviets were willing to kill a president, what else could they have done? People were afraid, and fear often sparks war. Take the example of Jack Ruby. He was a good American citizen, yet he shot Oswald. He was afraid of him, and afraid of The Soviets. If Jack Ruby was so ready to kill Lee Harvey Oswald, what would stop the American Government from enacting the same fate onto Russia?
 
	Lee Harvey Oswald has been painted as the villain in our history by most people. His communist connections and ideals, as well as the evidence for him shooting JFK, caused people to believe that he was the killer. The stigma around him and his Russian ties made people afraid of how far the Soviets would go, as exemplified by Jack Ruby. It also made the Russians afraid of how the Americans would view it, and how it would amplify anti-communist sentiments. No one knew what was going to follow, and it was a major event of the Cold War that would shake the world for years to come. 
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1963 had been a rough year for America. Cuba had been blocked off from trade
by their northern neighbours, segregation was silla pressing issue, the Vietnam War
was bulding and builcing. The American public fet lost, unsure of whether nuclear
bombs raining down was an ‘f or when' situation. Everyone was looking to the leader
of the Free World for a sign of hope. As he rode on a motorcade though Dalas, Texas,
that last sign of hope was taken from them. Having served only three out of his four
years in offce, John F Kennedy was shot by Lee Harvey Oswald, who just so
happened to have former Russian ties. The world was stunned, unsure of how to
continue. The assassination of Kennedy had tipped the world on the brink, and

everyone wanted to blame the somebody.

The President, a the time of his demise, had been a controversial igure. While
stillwidely lied for his new ideas, there were still some who hoped he would take more
action, or perhaps hoped someone would take action on him. The Cuban rebels were
upset with him because of the Bay of Pigs, and the Russians very clearly weren't going
to be pleased with his re-election. So as Kennedy made his way through Dallas on his
motorcade route, the three shots that were fired in the air were the final straw. The
American people needed someone to blame, someone to act out against. Lee Harvey
‘Oswald alone would have been the obvious choics, as he was found with the gun and
had been the only employee missing from the Book Depository immediately after JFK
was shot. Though so many were convinced Oswald was part of something bigger. It

was impossible to think that one man had acted alone.

Its important to realize that Lee Harvey Oswald, as fa as the law was
‘concerned, did act alone. He was always seen as “a loner” by his coworkers, never
talking to them unless needed and keeping to himsefi. Lee Harvey Oswald had been a
diffcult kid, going in and out of Youth Houses and never having good grades. Oswald
‘seemed to be drawn to communist ways, having entertained the idea with a few of his
felow soldiers before being kicked out. He tried to become a Russian citizen, though
he was denied. After moving back to America, he formed a fcttious chapter of the Fair

Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans, in which he made up the name of the.





OPS/toc.xhtml





OPS/js/book.js
function Body_onLoad() {
}





