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The beginning

Purpose
 This document is about whether 
of not the Komagata Maru can 
depart to Canada. Prior to this 
document, an interview between 
Gurdit Singh and “Wilson & Grist” 
occurred. After the interview 
“Wilson & Grist” sent this letter 
to Gurdit Singh in order to 
answer the question if this ship 
was able to leave Hong Kong. 
“Wilson & Grist” told Gurdit that 
it’s alright if the ship leaves 
Hong Kong as long as if none of 
the passengers are  soldiers and 
they have their tickets. The 
letters say that Indians can 
leave to Vancouver as long if 
they have their ticket and not in 
the military. The sources tells us 
how Gurdit Singh planned to get 
the Indians to B.C and how he 
wanted to make sure he was 
wishing legal boundaries for his 
voyage. It also tells how the 
Indians most likely expected that 
their would be no further issues 
when coming to Canada.
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Arriving in B.C

Purpose
 The photo showcases Indians 
smiling as they dock on the 
shores of B.C. The photo displays 
to the audience the reaction 
Indians had when coming to B.C. 
This is shown by the Indians 
raising their hands and having 
smiles on their faces. They are 
clearly looking forward to their 
new lives in British Columbia. 
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Protest against the Komagata Maru

This cartoon was created as a 
reaction of the Komagata Maru. 
When the Komagata Maru docked on 
Canadian shores their was protest 
against it from white Canadian. 
This cartoon’s purpose was to get 
Ottawa’s attention or help in 
getting the Komagata Maru to 
leave Moreover, it illustrates 
how white Canadian citizen 
reacted negatively to the 
Komagata Maru and how they tried 
to get rid of it. This photo 
shows more implicit bias due to 
it implying that Indians are 
breaking immigration laws and 
showing a picture of an angry 
Indian man.
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Conditions on board

Before this letter was sent, the 
passengers of the ship were unhappy 
with the captain of ship. This is due 
to him letting police harass them and 
not doing anything about the lack of 
food and water on the ship. This led to 
passenger on the ship called “the 
committee of passengers” to send him a 
message telling him their complaints. 
It’s about how the passengers are 
dissatisfied with the captain treatment 
of them by sending letter concerning 
police harassment and not having enough 
food and water. These passengers 
suffered due to the captain and 
Canadian government. This is by the 
Canadian government sending police to 
attack them at night and the captain 
allowing this to happen and being 
implied with being in cahoots with the 
Canadian police.
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Resistance of government forces

This is a letter was written 
after police came on Komagata 
Maru and attacked passengers. 
It is more specifically, a 
letter sent to Balwant Singh 
from Daljit Singh, most likely 
a passenger on the ship. The 
source describes in detail how 
British Columbia police came 
and tried to force the Indians 
away through threats. 
Additionally, this document is 
showing the inside on how the 
police came and tried to get 
rid of the Komagata Maru. It 
also shows the resistance of 
the Indians and how they much 
wanted to start a new life in 
Canada even though they were 
starving. 
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Message of Attack 

The document was sent after the 
police went on the Komagata Maru 
to Maloolm R.J Reid from W.D 
Scott in order to get their ship, 
Rainbow, to watch over the 
Komagata Maru. This letter shows 
us how the legal action taken by 
the government to enforce what 
they see as the law against the 
Komagata Maru. It shows how the 
Canadian government thought they 
were justified by saying that the 
Komagata Maru is breaking the 
Canadian law and therefore has to 
leave.

Purpose

Press to get back to first page



Events leading up to departure

This document details the events 
spanning from the police coming 
on the Komagata Maru to Maloolm 
R.J. Reid fearing assassination 
from the Indian-Canadian 
citizens. It includes letters 
various letters combined into one 
document. These letter include a 
letter from the Komagata Maru 
listing reasons for why they 
should stayed in Canada, reports 
on movement of the Rainbow and 
attempts to know what types of 
weapon the passenger on the 
Komagata Maru have. This document 
shows the Indian pleading to be 
able to stay in Canada even 
though they have been treated 
terrible from the first day they 
came here. 
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The navy watching over Komagata Maru

It is a photo of the H.M.S 
Rainbow watching over the 
Komagata Maru at the B.C harbour. 
The photo tells us how B.C was 
starting to try to get rid of the 
Komagata Maru through their 
military.
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The Prime Minister’s response

This document is the response the 
Canadian prime minister had on 
the Komagata Maru that endorses 
all the violence from the 
Canadian government. He 
congratulates the effort taken 
and says that the law must be 
enforced. This telegram tells how 
the leader of Canada saw the 
Komagata Maru existence in the 
B.C harbour as breaking the law. 
For this document, this response 
shows an implicit bias due to the 
prime minister saying that they 
need to enforce the law however, 
without “violence” even though 
Canadian police harassed the 
passengers and sent military 
boats to deal with them.
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